
Open Source Software

Charity Fundraiser CD Project Kit

“ Helps your charity organisation or school raise funds through the
distribution of CDs which contain Open Source, freely redistributable
software, in much the same way that some charities distribute chocolates,
cookies or pens.”
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Introduction
Welcome to the Open Source Software Charity Fundraiser CD Project Kit. 

The basis of this Kit is to assist in putting together the software equivalent of fundraiser chocolates,
cookies or pens: something with which your charity can offer to people and companies who offer
donations in return. In short, this Kit is here to make it easy for your charity to find a new source of
fundraising revenue.

Intended Audience
This Kit is intended for two types of audience: 

� staff or the volunteers of any charities
� community-minded computer club, PC user group or Linux user group.

Purpose
This document provides a complete Kit for your charity to produce the CDs, cover art for the
modern DVD cases, as well as ideas and suggestions as to how to go about raising donations. 

Who Made this Kit
This Kit was made by Cybersource Pty. Ltd. in Australia. Cybersource is a long-standing member
of a software group known as the open source community.  

Who is The Open Source Community?
The open source community is made up of millions of software developers, artists and other
creative people, sometimes working for small and large computer companies. This community
among other things, has an interest in the production of a globally available, non-proprietary,
quality software catalog, which can be used by individuals and business, at no cost. 

Many members of the open source community, much like most charities, are socially conscious.
There thus  exists a great synergy between the two groups, of which one manifestation may become
projects like this one; using the efforts of talented software development individuals from around
the world, to produce a package that can (indirectly) benefit organisations such as charities.

Open Source
Open source (www.opensource.org also known as free software, or software libre www.fsf.org) has
become one of the premiere methods by which modern software is developed and distributed. It has
many advantages in both technology and community-focus over proprietary, closed source
software. 

What distinguishes open source software is that it can be made available for no (i.e. zero) cost, can
be freely re-distributed, copied and installed on as many computers as you like, and is provided
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with the source code (the programming instructions, as written by the developers of the software.) 

The Linux operating system (www.linux.org) is but one famous example of open source software.
There are around 100,000 other such open source applications available, for free. The Internet was
developed on, and operates primarily on open source software. Many of the worlds premiere
computer companies (IBM, Sun Microsystems, HP) are heavy donators to open source software
projects.

Redistribution of this Kit
You are given permission, and indeed encouraged to redistribute this Kit, as well as mirror it off
your website. Further, if you are a computer enthusiast Linux User Group or PC club member, you
are encouraged to bring this to the attention of every and all charities which you believe may benefit
from this project. You may also need to assist the charity in question with the downloading and re-
production of the CD-R, and any further technical points which they may need help with.

What You Need
In order to proceed with using this Kit as the focus of a fundraising drive to your donator-
constituents, you will need access to:

1) A fast Internet connection. This is so you can download the software CD-ROM image from the
software archive.

2) Access to a colour printer. This is so that you can print the DVD-case sleeve, to present a more
professional looking product. Alternatively, you could arrange printing (perhaps at low, charity-
rate cost) from a printing firm.

3) Access to a CD-R writer, for the production of the CDs 
4) An understanding of your target constituency for fundraising
5) Volunteers or fundraisers, trained in how to distribute the CDs

We will deal with each of these items in more detail, in turn.

Download Software CD Image
The software for this Kit is made available in what is known as a CD-ROM (or ISO) image. There
are two options for the software for this Kit. One is available from the TheOpenCD website here:
http://www.theopencd.org/ the other is available from the GNUWin project website here
http://www.gnuwin.org/     

You, or an associated group (computer club, Linux User Group) with a fast (cable modem, ADSL,
or broadband) Internet connection, will need to download this disk image or software archive, and
then using CD-ROM creation (or burning) software, copy this image to a CD-R disk. As all the
software on TheOpenCD or GNUWin is open source, this activity is not only totally legitimate but
also strongly encouraged. 
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Printing the DVD Case Sleeve
A DVD case is the clear-plastic case that most CD
(music, software, games console, etc) comes packaged in
nowdays. In order to produce a professional-looking
software package which your charity can offer to your
donator-constituents, such a case is recommended. This
Kit includes an example of just such a sleeve. You are
free to print your own, bearing in mind that it is a good
idea to carefully match what you claim on the sleeve
with the actual contents of the Charity Fundraiser CD.

For best results, it is recommend that you print the case sleeve on a good quality colour printer
(either bubble-jet or colour Laser). If your charity does not have access to such equipment, seek
assistance from a printing bureau or photocopy service firm.

Producing the CD-R Disks
A CD-R (Compact Disk-Recordable) is the means by which you distribute the software archive
which forms the core of the Open Source Charity Fundraiser CD. While it is harder to produce the
CD-R(om) disks than printing the case sleeves, it's not that much harder. This is the step where
having some friendly neighbourhood computer expert will be most useful. You have a few
alternative in producing these CDs. 

Firstly, if your charity (or a volunteer) has access to a CD-RW disk
burner/writer, you can use software to make as many CD-R disks your
charity needs to distribute for fundraising. If, on the other hand, you
have a largish charity, and you are confident of issuing hundreds or
thousands of Charity Fundraiser CDs,  then perhaps you should discuss
these needs with a commercial CD duplication service. There are
facilities for the cheap re-production of CDs in most major cities, and
in sufficient volume, the price may drop to less than US$0.50 per CD.
These firms may also be able to produce/print high-quality labels which sit on top of the CD,
marking the CD with your charities details. 

Pricing of CDs
We obviously cannot make a recommendation of sale price for the CDs, as many factors come into
play: the price of software in your country; the cost of production and distribution; the likely
generosity of your donators etc. Our experience indicates that a CD in a clear plastic sleeve (i.e,
with no additional DVD case and printout costs) could be sold for around US$3.50 and be a
profitable fundraiser for the charity. With the DVD case and the added costs, a price of US$6.50 is
appropriate.
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Donators
Who should your target audience be for seeking donations? In most countries, many businesses,
government agencies and organisations use computer software very heavily. Many individuals also
use computer software at home. As the software supplied on the Charity Fundraisers CD has close
to a number of major business and consumer software applications, including OpenOffice, a fully-
fledged Microsoft Office-compatible office suite, almost all (Microsoft Windows) computer user's
will have great reason to donate money to your charity to acquire this CD. 

Helping Your Fundraiser Volunteers
When selling the Charity Fundraiser CDs, ensure that your volunteer fundraiser staff have been
given a copy of this Kit document, and that they have read and understood it, particularly the
aspects pertaining to the software, the nature of the software (open source) and the fact that the
donators whom you provide copies of the Charity Fundraiser CD to understand that they are able to
install the software which comes with the CD as many times as they like, and that they in turn are
able to re-distribute it.

Seeking Assistance from Computer User Groups
If your organisation or charity is not particularly experienced with computers, CD-ROMs and the
Internet, you may be able to seek assistance from your local Linux Users Group. There are
thousands of such groups around the world, in almost every major city and region, and they are
normally run by very community-minded and friendly computer enthusiasts, who might be
interested in assisting your charity if asked. For a full list (and contact details) of Linux User
Groups around the world please visit http://www.linux.org/groups/

Support
All the software on the CD which forms the core of this Kit is available on the Internet, at no cost.
As such, all support for the software should initially be derived from the Internet. The software list
is  provided on the GNUWin and OpenCD sites, includes a full set of Internet addresses, showing
you the locations for contact, information and support. This information should also be available on
the CD itself, and can be impressed upon your donators, when they acquire the CD from your
fundraising staff.

Warranties
As with almost all software, there are no warranties expressed or implied with the software shipped
on TheOpenCD archive or with GNUWin. Installation and use of this software is at the sole
discretion and decision of the individuals who do so. More information of warranties is provided
with the software packages themselves on TheOpenCD archive or with GNUWin.
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Appendix A – Artwork Needed
In order to produce Open Source Charity Fundraiser CDs, you will need to download various
documents, print them out and package them into a CD kit. These documents, along with the
original material from which they were created, are linked to below. You can download them and
replicate them as you see fit.

CD Overprint Artwork
In order to produce professional-looking charity fundraiser CDs, you need to have the top of the CD
printed. This is generally done by most printing companies as well as CD duplication companies.
The artwork for the top of the CD is located here:

http://www.cybersource.com.au/users/conz/charity_fundraiser_cd.pdf

If you want to acquire the original document for this PDF file, in order to make changes, it is
located here:

http://www.cybersource.com.au/users/conz/charity_fundraiser_cd.sxd

DVD Case Artwork
You have two options when producing CDs for fundraising purposes. One option is to merely print
the artwork onto the top of the CD and to place the CD into a clear plastic sleeve. This is useful for
keeping the cost of production down. The other option is to put the fundraiser CDs into DVD cases,
which you can purchase in low volumes at relatively low cost (circa US$1.00 each.)

This document is available as a separate PDF document, available here: 

http://  www.cybersource.com.au/users/conz/charity_fundraiser_cd_case.pdf  

If you want to acquire the original document for this PDF file, in order to make changes, it is
located here:

http://  www.cybersource.com.au/users/conz/charity_fundraiser_cd_case.sxd  

The original source documents (in sxd format) require OpenOffice.org to open and modify. You can
download OpenOffice.org for Windows, MacOS X and Linux for free from here:

http://www.openoffice.org/
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Appendix B – Application Screenshots
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Illustration 1: This is The GIMP an excellent graphics package for photos

Illustration 2: OpenOffice.org word processor looks and works like Microsoft Word
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Illustration 3: OpenOffice.org Impress looks and works like Microsoft Powerpoint

Illustration 4: Image created with Blender3D which is included on the CD
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Illustration 5: Blender3D in action

Illustration 6: Dia which is a simple yet effective flowcharting tool
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Illustration 7: Tux Paint is a nifty paint and drawing program for kids

Illustration 8: Wesnoth is a cool adventure game
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Illustration 9: Audacity is a useful sound audio editing system

Illustration 10: Celestia is a wonderful space simulation


